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ABSTRACT: The Joseph W. Jones Ecological Research Center at Ichauway was established in 1991 to 
serve as a regional center of excellence in ecology and natural resource management that includes 
integrated research, education, and conservation goals. In accord with this mission, the Center began over 
the last three years to formally implement an adaptive management program to better integrate resource 
management and research interests and concerns.

An informal mode of adaptive management – i.e., trying new techniques or practices and incorporating 
those that work to achieve the desired results – is frequently used by good land managers. In implementing
an adaptive management program at the Jones Center we integrated this mode of operation into a 
framework of scientific investigation through the use of treatment plots and quantification. At Ichauway,
the resource management group defines questions and topics about which there is uncertainty in regard to 
the best possible management practices. We then work to coordinate the development of applied research 
projects with the scientific staff to address these questions in a scientifically and statistically defensible 
manner. While we are still working to refine working relationships and operational logistics, several 
successful adaptive management projects have been initiated and, in some cases, expanded. Examples
include work on invasive hardwood removals for restoration, longleaf planting arrangements in abandoned 
agricultural fields, restoration of depressional wetlands, and initiatives for wiregrass restoration. Additional 
projects are continually being developed as ongoing projects are monitored.
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