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http://www.jonesctr.org/products/publications/CochraneSENat_v5p711.pdf
http://www.jonesctr.org/products/publications/CochraneSENat_v5p711.pdf
http://www.jonesctr.org/products/publications/CochraneSENat_v5p711.pdf
http://www.jonesctr.org/products/publications/MilesJWildManage70P1191.pdf
http://www.jonesctr.org/products/publications/MilesJWildManage70P1191.pdf
http://www.jonesctr.org/products/publications/MilesJWildManage70P1191.pdf


 

 

Miles, A. C., D. A. Miller, S. B. Castleberry, and L. M. Conner.  2006.  Bat community 
structure and activity in longleaf and loblolly pine forests of southwest Georgia.  
Proceedings of the Southeastern Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 60:1-
7. 

 
Plowman, B. W., L. M. Conner, M. J. Chamberlain, B. D. Leopold, and L. W. Burger.  

2006.  Annual dynamics of bobcat (Lynx rufus) home range and core use areas 
in Mississippi.   American Midland Naturalist 156:386-393. 

 
Smith, L. L., D. A. Steen, J. M. Stober, M. C. Freeman, S. W. Golladay, L. M. Conner, 

and J. C. Cochrane.  2006.  The vertebrate fauna of Ichauway, Baker County, 
GA.  Southeastern Naturalist 5:599-620. 
 

 
 
Grants and Contracts: (Past 5 years) 
 
Conner, L. M., and K. Miller.  Development and evaluation of an unbaited camera 
survey technique for estimating relative abundance and demographic parameters of 
white-tailed deer. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, subcontracted through University of 
Georgia. July 01, 2014 – September 30, 2018. $145,140.  Received in 2017, $14,758. 
 
Conner, L. M., M. J. Cherry, R. Chandler, and K. Miller.  Effects of hydrology, hunting, 
and predation on white-tailed deer dynamics in south Florida. Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, subcontracted through University of Georgia. September 
29, 2014 – December 31, 2018. $184,734.  Received in 2017, $1,042. 
 
Conner, L. M., and R. A. McCleery.  Collaborative research: EAGER-NEON: NEON 
sites as a platform for transformative wildlife research. National Science Foundation. 
October 01, 2015 – September 30, 2018. $167,148.  Received in 2017, $28,360. 
 
Conner, L. M., and R. A. McCleery.  Using an ecosystem engineer to restore 
functionality of natural pinelands in the southeastern United States. Georgia Department 
of Natural Resources.  January 01, 2016 – September 30, 2018. $187,153. Received in 
2017, $53,387. 

 
NEON sites as a platform for transformative wildlife research.  $299,611.  National 
Science Foundation.  Submitted 2015.  Funded 2015.  Duration 2 years.  PI with Bob 
McCleery. 
 
Using an ecosystem engineer to restore functionality to natural pinelands in the 
southeastern United States.  $491,667.  State Wildlife Grants Program.  Submitted 
2015.  Funded 2015.  Duration 3 years.  Co-investigator with Drs. Bob McCleery (PI), 
Bob Gitzen, and Steven Castleberry. 
 

http://www.jonesctr.org/products/publications/MilesProceed2006SEFWA_v60p1.pdf
http://www.jonesctr.org/products/publications/MilesProceed2006SEFWA_v60p1.pdf
http://www.jonesctr.org/products/publications/PlowmanAmerNaturalist156P386.pdf
http://www.jonesctr.org/products/publications/PlowmanAmerNaturalist156P386.pdf
http://www.jonesctr.org/products/publications/SmithSENat_v5p599.pdf
http://www.jonesctr.org/products/publications/SmithSENat_v5p599.pdf


 

 

Movement Ecology of female wild turkeys during the nesting and brooding seasons on 
Silver Lake Wildlife Management Area.  $232,257.00.  Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources.  Submitted 2013.  Funded 2014.  Duration 3 years.  Co-investigator with 
Mike Chamberlain (PI). 
 
Using wildlife habitat models to evaluate management endpoints for open pine 
woodland and savanna.  $132,000.00.  Gulf Coastal Plain and Ozark Plateau Land 
Conservation Cooperative.  Submitted 2013.   Funded 2014.  Duration 2 years.  PI with 
Lora Smith. 
 
Effects of hydrology, hunting, and predation on white-tailed deer dynamics in South 
Florida.  $1,162,602.00.  Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.  
Submitted 2014.  Funded 2014.  Duration 4 years.  Co-investigator with Richard 
Chandler (PI), Mike Cherry, Karl Miller, and Bob Warren. 
 
Seasonal movements and habitat selection of gray foxes relative to prescribed fire and 
hardwood removal.  Department of Defense.  $133,699.00.  Submitted 2013.  Funded 
2013.  Duration 3 years.  PI with Karl Miller and Mike Chamberlain. 
 
Development and evaluation of an unbaited camera survey technique for estimating 
relative abundance and demographic parameters of white-tailed deer.  $365,460.00.  
Georgia Department of Natural Resources.  Submitted 2013.  Funded 2014.  Duration 3 
years.  Co-investigator with Will Gulsby, Mike Cherry, Charlie Killmaster, and Karl Miller. 
 
 
Outreach Publications and Reports to Natural Resource Agencies: (Past 7 years) 

 
Gammons, D. J., M. T. Mengak, and L. M. Conner.  2005.  Evaluation of attractants for 

live-trapping nine-banded armadillos.  WSFR- Wildlife Management Series No. 4. 
 
Miles, A. C., S. B. Castleberry, D. A. Miller, and L. M. Conner.  2005.  Bat community 

structure, bat activity, and roost site selection in loblolly and longleaf pine forests 
of Georgia:  Final Report.  Bat Conservation International. 

 
 
Current Jones Center Research: 
 
Bigelow, S. W., S. B. Jack, S. T. Brantley, L. M. Conner, and L. L. Smith.  Adaptive 

silviculture for climate change in southeastern USA.  
 
Brantley, S. T., L. M. Conner, S. Taylor, L. Giencke, G. Morris, and S. Stuber.  Longleaf 

pine ecosystem study.  
 
 Smith, L. L., S. W. Golladay, S. T. Brantley, and L. M. Conner.  Geographically isolated 

wetlands in the Coastal Plain landscape. 



 

 

 
Conner, L. M., and L. L. Smith.  The ecological role of mesopredators, the effects of 

mesopredator control and habitat approaches for managing predation. 
 
 
 
Recent Student Advisement: 
 
Daniel Crawford.  Current.  Deer ecology.  Ph.D. student, Fish and Wildlife Department, 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia. (Co-
advisor with Mike Cherry). 

 
Catherine Frock.  Current.  An integrative study in the behavioral landscape ecology of 

Sherman’s fox squirrels: implications for animal conservation in a changing 
world.  Ph.D. student, Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, Florida.  (Co-advisor with Robert McCleery). 

 
James Johnson.  Current.  Development and evaluation of a camera survey technique 

for estimating population parameters of white-tailed deer (Odocoileus 
virginianus).  Ph.D. student, Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, 
University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia. (Co-advisor with Richard Chandler and 
Karl Miller). 
  

Jessica Laskowski.  Current.  Food and fear: Using terrestrial mammals to decouple the 
drivers of habitat selection.  Ph.D. student, Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, 
University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida.  (Co-advisor with Robert McCleery). 

 
Elyse McMahon.  Current.  Long term water resources.  Ph.D. student, Ecosystem 

Science & Management, Pennsylvania State University, University Park, 
Pennsylvania.  (Co-advisor with Michael Sheriff). 

 
J. T. Pynne.  Current.  Southeastern pocket gopher project.  Ph.D. student, Warnell 

School of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of Georgia, Athens, 
Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Steven Castleberry). 
 

Adia Sovie.  Current.  Response of vertebrates to hardwood and shrub encroachment. 
Ph.D. student, Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, Florida.  (Co-advisor with Robert McCleery). 

 
Michael Biggerstaff.  2018.  Using passive cameras to monitor activity patterns of white-

tailed deer.  M.S., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, University 
of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Richard Chandler and Karl Miller). 

 
 
 



 

 

Alex Potash.  2018.  The environmental drivers of behavioral and physical antipredator 
adaptions in the southeastern fox squirrel.  M.S., Wildlife Ecology and 
Conservation, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida.  (Co-advisor with Robert 
McCleery). 

 
Nicholas Deuel.  2016.  Space use, interactions, extra-territorial forays and habitat 

selection of gray foxes (Urocyon cinereoargenteus) in southwestern Georgia.  

M.S., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of Georgia, 
Athens, Georgia. (Co-advisor with Michael Chamberlain and Karl Miller). 

 
Brian Kirby.  2015.  Effects of forest management practices on raccoon ecology in a 

longleaf pine ecosystem.  M.S., Wildlife Department, University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, Tennessee.  (Co-advisor with Lisa Muller). 

 
Andrew Little.  2015.  Ecology of female Eastern wild turkeys (Meleagris gallopavo 

silvestris) in frequently-burned pine savannas in southwestern.  Ph.D., Warnell 
School of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of Georgia, Athens, 
Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob Warren and Michael Chamberlain). 

 
Andrea Long.  2015.  Effects of an invasive ant on invertebrates in the southeastern 

United States.  Ph.D., Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, Florida.  (Co-advisor with Robert McCleery). 

 
Kelsey Turner.  2015.  The effects of habitat type, carcass size, and scavenger species 

exclusion on vertebrate scavenging communities.  M.S. student, Savannah River 
Ecology Laboratory, University of Georgia.  (Co-advisor with James Beasley). 

 
Michael Cherry.  2014.  White-tailed deer, coyotes, and the ecology of fear in a longleaf 

pine savanna.  Ph.D., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, 
University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob Warren). 

 
Ashley Warren.  2014.  Ecology of the southeastern pocket gopher Geomys pinetis in 

southwestern Georgia.  M.S., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, 
University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Steven Castleberry). 

 
Derek Colbert.  2013.  Breeding season gobbling chronology in hunted and non- 

hunted populations of eastern wild turkey (Meleagris gallopavo silvestris)  in 
southwestern Georgia.   M.S., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural 
Resources, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob 
Warren and Michael Chamberlain). 
 

Elizabeth Gleim.  2013.  Tick-borne diseases and interactions with deer herds  
and prescribed fire.  Ph.D., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, 
University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Michael Yabsley). 

 



 

 

Melinda Nelson.  2013.  Habitat selection and survival of white-tailed deer fawns in a 
longleaf pine ecosystem.  M.S., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural 
Resources, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob 
Warren). 

 
Christina Perez.  2013.  Seasonal area of use and habitat selection by female wild 

turkeys in response to prescribed fire in a managed longleaf pine savanna in 
southwestern Georgia.  M.S., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, 
University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob Warren and Mike 
Chamberlain).  

 
Drew Ruttinger.  2013.  Habitat and roost selection by male eastern wild turkeys in  

southwestern Georgia.  M.S., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources,  
University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob Warren and  
Michael Chamberlain). 

 
Meg Williams.  2012.  Effects of growing-season prescribed fire on eastern wild turkey 

(Meleagris gallopavo silvestris) nest success and poult survival in southwestern 
Georgia.  M.S., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of 
Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob Warren and Mike Chamberlain). 

 
Binab Karmacharya.  2011.  Small mammal response to food, fire, herbicide and 

predation in longleaf pine ecosystem.  M.S., Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, 
University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida.  (Co-advisor with Madan Oli). 

 
 Jason Scott.  2011.  Empirical forecast models for guiding decision-making in complex 

landscapes with competing wildlife management goals.  Ph.D., Warnell School of 
Forestry and Natural Resources, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-
advisor with Steven Castleberry and Bob Warren). 

 
David A. Steen.  2011.  Wildlife restoration via forest management in fire-suppressed 

longleaf pine sandhills.  Ph.D., Biological Sciences, Auburn University, Auburn, 
Alabama.  (Co-advisor with Craig Guyer and Lora Smith). 

 
Travis Alstad.  2010.  Conservation genetics of the red-cockaded woodpecker.  M.S., 

Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of Georgia, 
Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob Warren and Joe Nairn). 

 
Gail Morris.  2010.  Effects of mammalian predator exclusion, supplemental feeding, 

and prescribed fire on small mammal populations in a longleaf pine ecosystem. 
M.S., Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, University of Florida, Gainesville, 
Florida. (Co-advisor with Madan Oli). 

 
 
 



 

 

Brent Howze.  2009.  The effect of predation on white-tailed deer recruitment at the 
Joseph W. Jones Ecological Research Center.  M.S., Warnell School of Forestry 
and Natural Resources, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with 
Bob Warren). 

 
Max Lang.  2008.  Effects of intensive predator harvest during the quail nesting season 

on diet, age, and reproduction of meso-mammalian predators.  M.S., Warnell 
School of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of Georgia, Athens, 
Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob Warren). 

 
Anna Derrick.  2007.  Small mammal responses to prescribed fire and simulated 

mammal removal in a longleaf pine ecosystem.  M.S., Warnell School of Forestry 
and Natural Resources, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with 
Steven Castleberry). 

 
Jason Keenan.  2007.  Comparison of two techniques to determine bobcat habitat 

selection and an analysis of habitats within overlapping and non-overlapping 
bobcat home ranges.  M.S., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, 
University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob Warren). 

 

Danielle Temple.  2007.  Spatial ecology of gray foxes on a longleaf pine forest and the 
surrounding landscape in southwestern Georgia.  M.S., School of Forestry, 
Wildlife, and Fisheries, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  (Co-
advisor with Mike Chamberlain). 

 
Danny Gammons.  2006.  Radio telemetry studies of armadillos in southwestern 

Georgia.  M.S., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of 
Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob Warren). 

 
Allison Reid.  2006.  Spatial genetic structure of four bobcat populations in the 

southeastern U.S.  M.S., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, 
University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob Warren). 

 
Greg Lynch.  2005.  Effects of removal on spatial organization and habitat use of 

bobcats.  M.S., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of 
Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob Warren). 

 
Adam Miles.  2005.  Bat community structure, foraging activity, and evening bat roost 

site selection in loblolly pine and longleaf pine forests of Georgia.  M.S., Warnell 
School of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of Georgia, Athens, 
Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Steven Castleberry). 

 
Ashley Sexton.  2005.  Home range and habitat use of red-tailed hawks in southwestern 

Georgia.  M.S., Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of 
Georgia, Athens, Georgia.  (Co-advisor with Bob Cooper). 


